
iW~'""ED A Look at the 
/ U. S. Secr,~t Service 

""" ,_ •.. 
nnall\' uhanJoncd nt Redl -Zip f. Austriu. 
Alm~st all the phony hills were hurned 
;ind the plates Jestrl,ycJ hy the Nuzis 
h..:fore U.S. armed forces could rcuch 
th.: area. hu t one trucldoad- containing 
SI 00 million in phony pound notcs- diJ 
t'all in t1.1 All icJ ha mh. 

Bl1gt1~ nh1n ·y anist., lrn,·c not been the 
0111\' tar~ets l,1 the ccret Service . In 
tim~s l,f nationa l cri!>es. Presidents hav.;, 
1:i , ·en it unu sual assignments. One such 
;1 is~i ,1n " a~ carrieJ out in July 1915. 
when \\ '\\ ' I was kss th an a ycar old 
:rnJ the Cn ikJ States was still tryi ng 
1,1 keep out ·of it. lt haJ hecom c clear 
to PresiJ.:nt \ V,,oJrow Wilson th at the 
G erman Jiplomats wcre carrying on 
c~ pionagc h..:rc in violat ion of our dc­
c lareJ n..:utrali ty . He ord..:red then Sec­
retary of the Trea~ury. W illia m Gihbs 
:'- kAJ,10. 1,1 put the Secret Service on 
th..: ca~e. 

. --\f!en ts hr0ught the G erman Emhnssy 
under surveilbnce anJ hegan 1,1 shadow 
c.:r1;1 in G..:,;nans. in ..: luding Capt. Franz 
v,1n P;1pen. the German mili tary nt1 ;.i che 
in Washing1 ,1 n. In New York. agents 
,1 ere ,1rdered h.1 t rail George Sylvester 
\' ie r,x:k . ~lunich-h,1rn editor o f Th i.! 
Li!hcrlanJ . a pr,1-G..:rman wed;l y ,vhose 
nn;inci:il ba ..:king was ill-Jd'ined . 

On J uly 24, 1915. agent F rank Burk..:, 
sittin ~ in his t"lllice in Jowntown N..:w 
York: go t a phon ..: .::all from fellow ag..:n t 
William H. Houghton that he had just 
tr;iikJ \' i.::r..:ck. to thc Manh.ittan offic ..: 
of the Hamburg-American Ste.imship 
Line. Houghton !>llggc~t..:d that Burke 
join him in ca~..: th .:: G e rman ..:Ji tor cam..: 
out with !>0meon..: dse. 

At 3 p.m .. Yier..:ck !cit th..: huilui ng 
with a tall man with s.::arreJ chet!ks. He 
was Dr. Henrich Friedrich Alh..:n. Privy 
Councillor or th ..: German Government. 

The ;i!,!.: nts trailed Vi.:r..:ck. and Alh..:rc 

the Germon was uwnre th a t hc\i left hi s 
hriefcnse behind nnd wns frunticall)' 
trying to get hnck on the train. His way 
wns blocked h)' u woman asking direc­
tio ns from u s tation platform guurJ. hut 
he m nnngcd to ge t buck to his seut. T he 
girl told Alhert thut u mnn hn<l tukcn 
the hricfcuse. Albert Jashe<l onto the 
plutform und bcgun looking for u man 
carrying u hridcase. hut Burke hud • 
man aged to portl y conccul the hug with 
his coat. 

Albert ran Jown the s ta irs unJ Burke 
followed him . thinking this woulJ he 
safer th an stunding o n the empt)' plat• 
form and being spolleJ should Alhcrt 
retrace his steps. On reach ing the stree t. 
howcv..:r. Albert spo tted Bu rke wi th the 
missing briefcase under his arm und he­
gu n chasing him , ye lling at him to stop. 
Fort un a tdy. a strcl.!tcu r was just pullir:,g 
away from the corner. Burke hoa rded 
it and told the conductor th at he was 
being pursued by a lunatic who had just 
made a scene on the Elevated . One look 
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J ames J . Row ley, Director, 
United States Secret Service. 

10 the R.:ctor Str.::..:t Station ot the 6th at the panting Albert running afte r the 
A v..:nue d..:v;iteJ li ne . All four hoard..:d strcetcar with his arms wavi ng co n-
:m uptown-buunJ tra in . At 2JrJ Street, vinccd the conductor tha t Burk,; was 
'\'i.:reck s:iid goodby to h is co mpanion telling the truth . He told the motorman 
anJ got otf, follow..:d hy ag..:n t Houghwn . to pass thc next stop. 

As the tr;iin mowd on. Al bert h,;gan Burke got off the st rectcar a nd tl.!le-
to r.:ad his ncwi.paper. A gcn r Burke phoned Sl.!cret Service Chief Wi ll iam J . 
no tic.:d th.it Albert had r..: mov..:J a Flynn, who came for him in his car. 
bulging hricica~e from his lap and h.id Thi.! briefcase, crammed with documents 
pb ..:J it on th.: 1,eat b..:sidc him. At 50 th in German , was taken to Treasury Sec-
Stre.::t, Alh,;rt w-1s still engroi.i,ed in his retary McAdoo, who was vacationing in 
p;,,p.:r Y.h,;n the train stopp,;d. A fter Maine. 
i,,; \'er:.d i..::wnds, he glanced out of the The " Al bert Papers," as they wcrl.! to 
winJow and realiuJ thil, Wa!> his stop . he known , turned out to contain docu-
L.:apin:,: fron i~ bea t, hi.! rushed fo r the mcntary dynamite. They disclosed that 
door, k..iving his hriefcas,; behin d. A Al bert was the top financial ag..:nt for 
;;i rl , who h.id been hilling ncarhy, Germ any in the United Statt:s; had $27 
noticed the briefc-1he -1ncJ c.ilkd to A l- mil lion on deposit in various bunks, un<l 
hen. Acting on in pu li,e, Burke gr;ibhed had becn spl.! ndin g about $2 million u 
the ha;; .ind r-1ccd to the door ut th~ week fo r sabotage and propagundu. The 
orro~iw end of the c.ir. By thi~ time, papers bhowed that Gl.!rmnn ugcnt hud 
16 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE • f BR UA RY 1970 

t'ormeJ plan~ to intluence puhlic opinion 
by huying newspapers and setting up 
news services. They revealed that Vie­
reck. cJitor of The Fatherland. was on 
the Gcrmun payroll at S 1,500 a month. 
There were pluns to start strikes in 
munition plants; to get control of the 
Wright Aeroplane Co., and use its pat• 
cnt!I for Germany's advantage, and to 
corner the supply o! liquid chlorine used 
to muke poi~on gas. T he documents al~o 
<lisclosed that Germany, through its 
secret agl.!nt~. had hought a large muni­
tions plant in Bridgeport, Conn. Orders 
for shells w\!re t.aken from Great Britain 
and Russia without any intention o! ever 
making Jeli ve rie.s. They also showed 
that Yon Papen and Albert were plot­
ting to tie up all American sources o{ 
toluol . a key ingredient of TNT. 

Most startli ng was a plan approved 
by the K aise r and .the German General . 
Staff to drive the United States into the 
war. Germany would then send a task 
force of 85.000 soldiers to land on the 
New Jersey coast under the protection 
o f the German Navy and cut off New 
York City from the rest of the country . 
T he aim was to starve the city into sub­
mission. land a second wave of German 
troo ps a nd eventually knock America 
out of the war. 

Yon Papen. the highest ranking Ger­
ma n involved. was sent packing. D iplo­
matic immun ity prevented any stronger 
action. A fter A merica entered the war 
in 1917. Albert also was sent home. 

To ma ke America ns aware of Ger­
man y's actions and plans. McAdoo Jet 
Frank Cobh. ed itor of the New York 
World. puhl ish the A lbert papers in his 
newspaper. on one condition: the theft 
o f the hrie fcase was to be kept secreL 
The facts surrounding the se izure of the 
briefcase were not made public until 

. 193 I. when the t rue sto ry was told by 
McAdoo in his autobiography"Crowded 
Years.·· 

In anot her area of its wo rk- responsi­
hil ity for the safety of the President­
clect- thc Secret Service·s talents also 
have heen heavily taxed at times. O ne 
case. known as the .. Great D eception." 
involved D wight D. Eisenhower. O nly . 
th ree weeks after he had been elected 
in ovemher 1952. Eisenhower an­
nounced he would fulfill his campaign 
pledge and go to Korea to see what he 
could do to stop the war. U . E. Baugh­
man. then Secret Service chief, ordered 
agents to keep uny details of the pro­
jected trip from leaking out in nd\'ancc. 
Eisenhower. who"d hcen president of 
Columbi.a University he fore• his election. 
still was staying nt 60 Mominsside Drive 
in New York. the official re idence of 
the University's presidents. The problem 
was to get him out of the house at th\! 
sturt of his tr ip without alerting the 
press. 

The first hurdle was to remove Eisen-
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Sec rity tor LBJ 's visit to Ga in svllle, Georgia , in 1964. Federal agent with a car• 
o,r, ~ nd two•w y r die surveys t he town square from the roof of a nearby build ing. 

iio r's luig:ige. Bau;ihman go t it out 
u11:1Jy by hoving a m aid leave w i1h it, 
,, vin good by to the re t of the ho use• 

hold )tall ~ though he were going on 
•:.cc..tion . 'Eii.cnhow r himi, If ld1 hy the 

front door ithout di gui &e on the morn­
Jn" o 'ov. 29, t 5 .n .. wh en mo t 
r,c 11m n pt to he home o. Jeep . 
He cn 1c 11 1 imou!>ine who~e 

ll d n d11>connec1ed, 
H •rh n Brown ­
in th d r to 

.. c ... .:.n-,:, .. r,y 1he Pre.iden1-e he 
r,r.:b ... r,c.: 01 Bro ould h ed 
off ny Jur ·in" nc n. A U· 

b, r. •J sded do1,o,n th 1,tr t, nd 
c1,;. r Hh J(A! mun a t the 
wh cl 1,wu u1 un 
di .. •c,n11JJy Ob b 
pur.u,n rte c nh 
drovi; 10 M Hchc J I,, 

t
dou ed its lights and groped through 
the dar kness with an Air Force car act­
ing ns pilot. In total blackness, Eisen­
hower and Brownell boarded their plane 
nnd hegan the h isto ri c journey. 

To keep the deception alive. Joh n 
Fo ter Dull es. oon to hecome Secreta ry 
of Sta te. appeared at the 1orni ng ide 
D rive re. idence si ho urs aft e r E i en• 
how r's depart ure and went in fo r hat 
h hi ll ed a o nferen e wi th hi h1ef. 
Luter Du ll e em rged nd fill ed in re-

i lh p 
tin Cb 

ti rryi n 
un ple, 

on e had di cu ed wi th 
w • lies for-

nny pro1cc1ion for h~r\Clf. allhou~h ah.: 
wn~ the mo I puhlicly uc: tivc of any 
Prc~l,hzn1 '11 wife up 10 1h111 rime. ~rr1 • 
Roo~cvc ll rdu~cd to lee agcn11 ,1ec:om• 
pnny har on apcnking tour11. hur Fr.ink 
Wil~o n. the n Secret Scrvic, Chief, 
Aomcti m~~ po, tcd u (ow In the auJ icnc:e 
wilho ut h11 r knowlcllgc, 

, fr . ~00, cvc: l1 ·ln~i~rcd, howc:-vcr. on 
full protcc: ti o n for a ll the RoO\Cvtll 
grnn<lchi l<lrc n. Wi rh I I granJ c.hilJ rcn 
who haJ to ho prorce1ccJ arounJ the 
clock e ither in Wu1hin1ton or ;,I 1he 
home. of the various R005Cvelr chilJrc n. 
;, wa~ necc,-!>a ry to \Aign 30 u1c:r'lf1 ro 
the " Diaper Derail." The agent, hcc: .. mc 
such a fi xture 1ha t 1hey hareJ holiday 
din nc r11 wilh 1he R~ velt cJan and 
there were a lway~ pru enls for them 
under 1he Roo~ vcll family Chri~mas 
I rec. 

The Secret Service al~ hu lhe job 
o( protccring important visi tors k> 
America. One ca~e that Chief WilllOn 
recalls involved Madame Chiang Kai­
shck. wife of China's president. who 
stnyc<l in this counlry during pan o( 
WW"!.. Madame Chiang often .&etcd im­
pulsively. Wilson tells of a snowy wintc:t 
day when Madame Chiang c.me O\lt 
from her residence in Ri-verdal~. ~ -Y .. 
and noticed some youngs&en r id ing ~ 
down a steep hill. Without a ord to ,he 
agents responsible for her safety. he ran 
to one of the children and asked t~ 
borrow his sled . 

.. What do you do when the pr~~ 
of China's wife wants 10 rake a bcll} . ' .i r.i 
on the stree1s of New Yorkr agent ~.:n 
Callaghan asked colleague Mitc.'l Lip­
son . "I guess the best thing to do is. hloclt 
otT the street below and let her go at i(. 
said Lipson. 

The two agents ran to the fooc of the 
hill and held up their bands so "? 
traffic. But a speeding cab kept on co:n­
ing, apparently thinking the a~--nc "'c:-: 
prospective fares tryin to flag a ri.k 
By thi time, ~fad me Chi.in; - -~ 
speeding down the h ill. Spotting her t­
ting across the front f his ,~ L. 
cahhie lammed o n h' brakes Chi~' 
mo. I famou , oman strea ·C\J past 
within inche o f 1he t 1 "'·htt 
Ma da me Chi n p ~ntly re i.uJ th4: 

he used &he Sec :t 
er "' ,. 

torn land. th vemmena "'"i,. 
tied W il on he-en 
the 1 il itary e 
B nne r. 
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canada.com I Help I Read Mail in lnbox 

From: 
Date: 

To: 
Subject: 

"Randy Sowell" <randy. sowell@nara .gov> 
Wed Sep 4 13:46:26 20 02 
<presidentialufo@canada . com> 
Re: Montoya/Easley 

Dear Mr. Cameron : 

Through an oversight on my part, I neglected to respond 
to your e-mail question of July 26 regarding Joseph 
Montoya and Major Edwin Easley. 

I have found no record of a meeti ng between Montoya and 
Mr. Truman during Truman's Presidency. Joseph Montoya, 
as Lt. Governor of New Mexico and later as Congressman 
and Senator from that state , is mentioned in about 20 
pages of material that I found in the Truman papers. 
This material consists mostly of correspondence between 
Montoya and former President Truman, relating to 
political matters. 

I have found no record of a meeting between Major Edwin 
Easley and Mr. Truman during Truman's Presidency. I 
was also unable to find any references to Major Easley 
in the Truman papers. 

I am sorry that it took so long to respond to your 
inquiry . Please let me know if you have any further 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Randy Sowell 
Archivist 
Harry S. Truman Library 
500 West U.S. Highway 24 
Independence, MO 64050 
telephone: (816) 833-1400, ext. 258 
fax: (816) 833-4368 
e-mail: randy.sowell@nara.gov 

>>> <presidentialufo@canada.com> 07/26/02 01:44PM >>> 
Randy 

Could you tell me whether or not either 
of these men had any contact or meetings 
with President Truman. 

l)Joseph Montoya 

2 ) Major Edwin Easley 

Thanks. 

Grant Cameron 

"Marijuana? Cocaine? I 'm not going to 
talk about what I did as a c hild." 
George W. Bush 

http://mail .canada.com/mail/printmsg?id=l 333 

Page 1 of2 
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;three Is right · As commander he should be in charge, • .: 
\ 1 will check on Ramey : 
]and let you know. ; 
~ ' ·' 

l ~:elJWA~Uy,fe~kR.tesi~nNTrumaniand,,Gener1lMfisenbcw~, 
~imew. about1t t1;qm,._~:;;; . . . . . . • • • . 
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~ m . • =0== ' f > . know ~nyone who h , 
~ ny of the Clinton stu • •. ·• . • 
tie 
~~ > GibbonsMRocl<efeller letters, Gree 
;1;tutf, Gibbons-Greet • .. ,, .... , ......... · ... ··• • 
$ > correspondence, etc etc. 
~ . 
~~ . 

~ I would irnagin 
§.> > • ·. 
~ 
&> > t have tried 
tonly applie& to .r 
?> > .maintained 
tbranch{Se :,,!. . . • . .· 

t~ > 552ata 
-:--. 
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) ~egan said of Rea r-

}woul ::::::::::::::.,::::::::,:::::::: , ;;:-7;~ 
: ~1::11i1:1•li;lii·••1(•··••1;1111:1?•i)ltil•11iu!i•u::•Ilil!il::;1 ::=:=:•:·:•;,:::•:: J%:P~ 
,: 'u l : :41 > \Ji :::I> :: ::::::: ::: i :=::::=::::::=::::::=::::=:::;:·:=::::::•:·::: .·.;., .. :,.;.;.;;.:,:•:•:•: , .... -:.,: )::'\}::: , :;::: :\:} '~,;;~ 
;: ::-:•:::::=:: .//{'<>>==:= \,:,~ 

:: •• •• • = =,.:,, •• :'.:'='::=' t t:tr>< : : u > +> ,.,.:><::,/.·'.;.,',·.'.::;,;:·;:". :','',,',''.·:::,;:,:,::,:;:;:;:,,,,;:;: ;"iJW~ 

J ,a1~~rn:1;v <+Iinn:::r1:1,rnrn:rnrn:u>1>:::< ::v-=:,.• .. :•,:·•••••••·,.:,:>,.:>,<,<<;,t,:<,:,:::::::.::::;,,,., ,; /?'. I~ 
I 
;; 

1 === I 

11,~Jh 
iMurneis1.-­
~iab.outttr 
ie~rtfl 

~. 
{ I 

~
~; . 
¼ 1$ 
w 
~ o 
~ ears in . 
I nd appare 
~ often his.·sta 
t emo¢!acy, 
~ everal speac 
i threat from 
0· 

< 

11 / 15/00 946 AM 



Free Mail at Alta Vista I Read Mail in lnbox wysiwyg://20/http://mail .aJtavista.com/maiVmsg?id=80 

8 or 9 11 / 15/00 9:46 AM 



Free M11il I AJwVi 111 IR d Moll in lo wywrwyaJ 120/hffp'Jlm ll.attavilta.oom/maiVm11?id"'SO 

heatings atid the pres&nt data available on. L Many 
f ltle Adtnirals end 

Generals on C>Uf advisory commlt(M h~iJe an lhta(eef 
4n this subj ot -and lrtal • : ··•· .... ·· .•• .. \ .. · ·· .. •: •• 
it seriously. Astronauts Gord6h:¢o6pet and ~dgar ·•· 
Milchell are leading an . ·•.. .. , '• .• . • • . . .. · • 
effort to :publicize tM 1alesl 1:1vailable irtf9trhaUon . . ; 

.::~~l~r~~;~o~=~ ~eir:•:~:~n•:._~~htings•• b~th i~•·:th•e•·~lr ••.••:l•· ;.•.::•:•• .. :'..:::.::•:•.••:•:i:::;!•:••:• 
and on the ground, We . ·•·• :/·· . • •• • .t ·. ·:.:>/.< 
are .11-otttying to Sen$atjonali2~ the 1>1:ory, but.to , 
treat it as a scientific. • • • • • 
:jn.vestigafion.. \ .. : ;)._,,:::. 

.·.·,:-·,:, .. 

.;, ,,. 

We tmde·rstand you request~f.(he~tlngs•bJtpr,~'.Q,origr¢~\ ;•)t} 

:gis~~I~g~!t~i!J ::;t:tkel:1t~tt if(:'. ::i: : c ' 

i~:!2i;~i~~\t:~~~~\;~4;~a\e;:s ~\ :····. ::I (jf !:i\ :/:\ ;)<•• 
~ •n(YQ~i1f ('.,~ittt~l~{~~;~,Y,~,!~1•''i?;~il' li}!it , \ii ·. 

-\::::-··•:· ,• .. ;·::-·: :· .\/:/<·> • ':,'. ··;:'.-.'.··· .--:-·-:, ·.· .. :,-... 
::\,~:·/:· <? ::; 

;,~~;:,}~f t[it~~i',~:f \J~rq I'f t~ifionk ~ou ioi \ • '( 
::country ~nd tl)a 'lmp~rtant ~ntributions you have rnade 
.as a c6ng r¢ssni~o~qd •• 
:president , • • , > ·:/> 
Reg~ r~$... • •• • ·<•••·•··!l:ji:;::::u+I•<>:· ... ·•• 

;;,.:. r::r •··•····· 

0~:~l,~~:,;':F: 86~P~rP.1P •: • •• 

ply I R ply II rForward 

C ng m get .xt widtll in Settin s. 
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MAILING ADDRESS : 
P . 0. Box 1709 
Key West, FL 3304 1 

Harry Truman Goes to Roswell or The Death of the 11 Roswell Incident 11 

Mi cellaneou Ravings 
Letter to Ye Olde Editor 

HARRY S. TRUMAN GOES TO ROSWELL or THE DEATH OF THE 
"ROSWELL INCIDENT" : 

With all the publicity that the July 1947 Roswell Incident has received in the past couple of years, 
it wa almost inevitable that 
some sensational new development would come along to bring us the final proof(?) we all long 
for. ow that "proof' has 
arrived ; but in our opinion here at 11 Smear11

, it is so bad that it may well mark the end of any hope 
(if there ever was hopel) of 
finding out what really happened at Roswell ! 

We have many versions of this story, from several helpful people. Most of the write-ups in our 
possession come from computer 
networks. All are somewhat different, so we'll give you a composite as best we can. If our version 
of the story is not 100% 
accurate, it won't be the first time, or the last : 

It seems that on March 17th, British crop circle expert Colin Andrews revealed at a Seattle 
lecture that he has seen a 
sensational video made from 8mm ( or maybe 16mm) military film, which has recently been bought 
by the Fox TV etwork and 
will be shown to the U. S. public thi s coming August. It will also be shown in England . 

The vintage film , though grainy and of poor quality, hows a crash site or debris field , and it al o 
shows an autopsy being 
performed indoors on one of the Roswell ali en bodies by two all eged doctor , with a third man 



pr . nt in th b kgr und -
po • • ilia.nor plain lothes lnt ll ig nee fficer . At the bottom right-hand corner of the 
fra d • • • hi h ha 

, ritt n nit : 11 
; ubject I f 2" . (Of course, even the date is a problem, as the 

Ro w II ra h • to hav 
urr d abou . 

Th film, a di ver d ab ut two year ago in alifornia by a British TV and movie producer 
(mainl of mu i al ) nam d 

antilli , who a , fall thing , earching for film of Elvis Presley! A 76-year-old retired 
n phot grapher in fai ling health 

(po ibly named Jack Barn tt) old the film to antilli fo r abou t $100,000. There are 14 or 15 
10-minut film re 1 , but not all 
of them ha e t been e n by anyone, and at the time they were bought, some had never been 
d I p d in all th e ears! 

ppar ntl th pre ently-available 15-minute video - also of poor quality - is made from only a 
portion of thi material, and it 
ha be n een b a few selected groups in England. Cattle mutilation expert Linda Howe is one of 
the e ral American 
re ear her who have investigated this film, and even she is not favorably impressed ! 

To make things more confusing, Santilli intends to include this sensational footage in a music 
video he i making with a 1960s 
British Rock inger named Reg Presley (no relation to Elvis), who was or is with a band called 
The Trogg . Reg is a UFO and 
crop circle enthusiast, we are told . 

As for former president Harry S. Truman, one of the versions we have here states that "Truman 
can clearly be een wandering 
amongst the wreckage at a crash site that could well be linked to Roswell. 11 In another version of 
this story, it is stated that it is 
in the autopsy portion of the film (not the crash site) that we see "General Trueman" (sic) in 
attendance. But the onJy person 
we've spoken to directly who claims to have seen the film (and to have his own copy), tells us that 
Truman is seen emerging 
from a limousine! 

The autopsy room is said to be crude, with two power lamps shown. According to one version, 
the autopsy is taking place in 
the interior of a barn on Mac Brazel's ranch, near where the "debris field" was found . According 
to thjs version, we are not 
seeing an autopsy but an attempt to save the life of one of the alien , who wa found dying at the 
crash site. 

One skeptic who saw the video comments as fo ll ows regarding the autopsy cene: 



"Th amera used at no time moves or pans in to the table or the activities of the • doctors', 
hich I find mo t 

unlikely, given the nature cf the official film it is supposed to be. Not to mention that the 
po ition of the (alien) 

body on the table, the way the head is deliberately laid over to the right so that it cannot be 
seen, leads one to 

conclude that the events being filmed were staged in some way. Basically, the film is so jerky 
and grainy that no 

details can be made out - that is, how many fingers or toes, for example. It could, to all intents 
and purposes, be a 

dummy or a human being lying on the table. I am not impressed ... 11 

We'll close with a deliberately humorous remark at the conclusion of one of our computer 
print-outs: 

111 understand that Philip Klass has been seen bulk buying valiurn. 11 

Our thanks to all those who contributed material for this article, including: Stanton Friedman, 
Tom Benson, Bill LaParl, Patrick 
Huyghe, Lee Walsh, Simone Mendez, and others. 



December 30, 2000 

Defense Department 
Charlie Y. Talbott 
OATSD (PA), Rm. 2C757 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20229 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

This is a request filed under the Freedom of Information Act. 

~~ ,~ 
·// 

I request that documents containing the following information be provided to me: 

History of Wright Field for the period July 1947. 

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am an individual 
seeking information for personal use and not for commercial use. 

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of$ 20.00. lfyou estimate that the 
fees will 
exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

Thank you for your consideration of my request. 

Sincerely, 

Grant Cameron 
649 Silverstone Ave. 
Winnipeg Manitoba 
Canada R3T 2V8 
204-269-8940 
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When Ike tours Russia, 

the Secret Service will be at 

his elbow. The inside story 

of America's toughest job 

Historic assassination in pre-Secret Service do)'l cu, 
down President Garfield. Disappointed office-seeker 
s.ecen of I. shot him twice in ,bock withovt woming. 

.. 
by U . E. BAUGHMAN Chief~ U. S . Secret Service, with Pnd Blumenihal 

. W SflJNc-t'ON, O,C . 

o o E Nows ioda • whether Pruident uscnhower 
"';u be in danger OD bb coming Timi to the Soria 
Union. lI \'ioe President ixoo•, recent tour then I.a 
a gnide, crowd!. will be warm and eo1huua1tic. But In 
those crowds might lurk one man of twiated mlod and 
bitter heart. One moment of madness might chance a 
good-";ll tour into ao interoational disaster. 

Immediately after the Prcsidenfs trip as an­
nounttd, a team of agents of the United States Secret 
SerYic-e left for fosrow. There they-ha,·e, orked with 
SO\iet security a~ts 10 prt,-ent such an eventuality. 
The Russians, of cou~. arc as eager to forest.all a 
disaster as t e are. Our agents have orked closely 
,nth their Russian counterparts before-on the Vice 

, President's trip, at Geneva in 1955, at Potsdam in 
1945, at Yalta in 1944. 

Protecliog our Prcaident in Russia ia neither the 
most difficult task nor the easiest that the Secret Se... 
vi<-e has ever faced. Whether the Pre1ident ia in 
Moscow, . ..R... or Moscow, Idaho, we muat anume 
that any public appearanc-e can spell dan1er. Thus, 
when the President appured with Premier Khrusb­
cbe,· io this country I t month, the S«ret ervic-e 
look equally elaborate precautions to protect the 
Pre!<idenL 

GuMding Premier Khrushche~, however, was the 
pro\inc-e of the security dhision of the State Dq,art· 
ment. ( <Tet Sen ic-e agents, of co~. cooperated 
"ith them.) In recent years, the Set-ret Service pr~ 
tecti~e duties ha,·e been limited to the considerable 
ta k of guarding the President and the Vice President 
and their families. 

t times in the past, our agents have protected 
1is.iting foreign dignitaries as well . At the request of 
President Roose\'elt, Secret Ser.ice agents guucred 
Dutch Queen Wilhelmina, tme. Chiang Kai-s.hek, 
and British Prime finister Winston hurchill dur­
ing their ,, artime , 1sits to Washington. 

..,, 
11 la liaJ. bowa dial la 1942 • ~~ ... 

S«nC Scnicc .. eaa ~ .... C..W .... ..._ a 
tn1edy for tbe .~llicd caue. Ganlull..,._• W.... 
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pon b.uap bandkr. A. lb. ~ Mim... • 
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o nme 
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to be impo,;.sihlc. But wit1' the lna el~ Pn.a.leat 
wid \'ic-e Pre.ideftl t , tbe 5-nt s-.ice caa 
permit no marpn fur uru. ao ••ini,h,,~ bo '""'• 
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are the criminally lunatic, such as the SO-year-old man 
who appeared last January outside the 1orthwest Gate 
of the \Vhite House. He wa convinced chat President 
Eisenhower did not reall exi t, and refused to leave 
until be could prove he was right. When White House 
police re.fused him entr , he backed away and threat­
ened to lash anyone who stood in his path. When he 
wa seized and arr · ted, we found a long curved knife 
under his coat. • 

The Secret ervice regarded as equally serious ~ 
_letter intercepted at the White House last October. 
'We conspirators have been planning to assassinate 
the great President Eisenhower," it read. "Beware! 
For the Ides of March in the year of Our Lord, 1959, 
gloom shall lurk o,·er this great man." 

·Prankster or assassin? We couldn't take chances. 
The envelope carried the postmark of a New York 

town of about 50,000. Tracking down a suspect, even 
in a town this size, takes a great deal of painstaking 
work. Yet in a matter of hours our agents had identi· 
fied the letter-writers. They were two high-school stu­
dents, aged 15 and 14. 

Called on the carpet in the school principal's office, 
the two r eadily admitted that they had sent the 
threatening letters. They explained that they wanted 
to ·find out what steps were taken to guard the Presi­
dent against assassination. They soon found out. Ac­
companied by their parents, they were haled before 
the U.S. Attorney, and placed on pre-prosecution pro­
bation for an indefinite period. 

Harsh punishment for a pair of juvenile pranksters? 
I couldn't disagree more heartily. A threat on the life. 
of the President is no joke. 

Some of those we must guard against are PC:ren.o.ial 
troublemakers. Take the case of Laurence G. Tbomp• 
son. In March 1956, a letter came to the White House 
bearing his signature, wriuen on the stationery of a 
Guliport, Miss., hotel, and with a "'Genera] Delivery" 

return nddreu. The letter went etruigbt to the point: 
.. I'm going to kill you if you nm for office again. l 

hope you will take this warning." 
The name alone was of little help. The only clue 

agents could find at Gulfport came from a bus station 
ticket agent. He recalled that on the posonarked date, 
a man either intoxicated or emotionally disturbed had 
asked_ him where he could mail a letter. Further in­
vestigation revealed that a man of the same general 
description had ·written threatening letters to other 
govenunent officials. Agents also learned that this 
man once had been treated in ·a Federal hospital as a 
narcotics addict. 

Mr. Thompson Returns 

Handwriting samples convinced us that the man in 
each case was the sam~ Laure.nee G. Thompson. From 
this information we were able to locate his half-sister 
in Meridian, Miss. When Thompson returned to her 
home on May 5, 1956, he walked into the hands of 
)Vaiting ~gents. Later he pleaded guilty to threatening 
the President, was sentenced to 18 months. 

That was not the last of Thompson. After his re­
lease, he phoned our Jackson, Miss., office to say he 
had sent another threat.: "Dear Mr. President ... I 
am going to kill you if you dor(_t send me $500. I may 
just kill you, anyway, and i.xon, too. I mean thi-.." 
• The Secret SeITice assumed he did mean it. So did 
the court, whit:.h imprisoned Thompson for another 
three years. 

enet Sen;re agents always are racing against t ime. 
When Sam Stepp, Jr., threatened the President in 
1956, '"'e won by a narrow margin. Stepp had been try• 

ing for years to see the Pre_ident to have a dishonor• 
able discharge changed. One day he was heard to re­
mark, " If I ever get dose to the President, I'll kill him. 
I have a 30-30 bullet for him." 

Told of his remark. ecret ervice agent acted 

quickly. Whftl Stepp wu arrnted ba Clanrood 
Sprinp, Colo .. ■,eo11 fowid two ba.Dcta oo him. 

Since hb 6nt arnst. Strpp has bttn In and out of -
a mental institution and ln and oat ol jail ODce. try-
ing to phone ~ Prcsidfflt, he Id~ to a phone boodi. 
T ~ay he Is on the loose apiD. Bus •baC'Ya be p,es.. 
we track his movements. • 

Also described in om files as •a spedfic cfanaa to 
the President" is HOV(Ud Rttd Uggra. 20. While 
serving time for auto theft. Uggru mailed a ldla 
threatening to kill the Presfde:nr So did duee am­
federates. Lattt all fom repealed chcir lhiats ID a 
Secret Service agmL 

All were hardened young hoodlums who. once &u • 
and armed, could be a pail to the Paesidtar's life. 
l.iggett"s pals dttw prison sentma:s- l..igdt hbmelf 
was committed indefut1tdy to a mmtaJ imtitutioa. 
Specialists there describe him as one of the want cases 
they ever havf' eumined-a young man obsessed J,y 
murder and mutilation. 

In protecting the Pr-uident and Vitt Praidalt &om 
men _like Liggett, the Secnl Serrin: ma two priD,. 
cipal ~ems. The ~ system• C'OJW.Sb ., the 
White House detail-the men you .aee ..and the 
President o» his public ■ppttnDttS. The~ 
system.. consists or field gents who UlTari a.O 
wriuen or ottered threats. 

The '-p~otive system• dittu the clanger bef: 
it reaches the ""inner system." Both are supported by 
the Protective Research Section.. This sedioa al> 

logoes oll communications and prorides tidd 
with vital id~tity dues. 

Tiu efficient organin.tion keq,s in tHc.h 

k.nowu dangers. But the most troahlesome ~ 
of all is the wik.nown person of twisted mind ho 
nddenl decides that the defcn:ie ol oc:iec.y ~ for 

taking the President' lif-e. He i~es·the Pre-rident 
with an im ginary persttul .r d feels Nm~lle-d to 

COJlriJule iJa p,,ge 3 
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Stripped gunman, Giusepp1L_Zangara, posed sullenly for picture 
after T933 attempt to kill President" Roosevelt. A woman bystander 
deflected his aim, and shot killed Mayor Anton Cermak of Chicago. 

SECRET SERVICE continued 

Since the Secret Service took over, all 

remove him as the source of all the world's troubles. 
, Abraham Lincoln, the first President to die by an 
assassin's hand, was the victim of such a twisted mind. 
Had the Secret Service been .charged with ·the Presi­
dent's safety then, John Wilkes Booth never would 
have succeeded in killing Lincoln. Advance work 
would have disco.vered Booth's targeting on the Pres­
idential box at Ford's Theatre. Nor is it likely that our 
other assassination victims, Presidents James A. Gar­
field and William McKinley, would have died if the 
Secret Service had been at work. • 

It was McKinley's death in 1901 that aroused the 
nation to demand proper protection for the President. 
Not since the Secret Service has had this responsibility 
has an assassin succeeded. 

But there have been some close calls. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, as President-elect, came 

within•an eyelash of stopping a bullet at Miami, Fla., 
in 19 3 3. The gunfire J..illed Mayor Anton Cermak of 
Chicago, with whom the President-elect was chatting. 

The next near-miss came November 1,-1950, when 
two fanatic Puerto Rican nationalists, Griselio Tor­
resola and Oscar Collazo, tried.to shoot their wav into 
Blair House .and kill President Truman. White House 
policeman Leslie Coffelt died heroically defending the 
President's life. Before he died, Coffelt helped to kill 
one of the would-be assassins and to wound the other. 

Secret Service men are trained to shoot to kill with 
either hand. They are traine~, too, in when not to 

shoot. They also are given lessons in mob psychology. 
Never, perhaps, was this training more crucial than 

in May 1958, when a frenzied mob at Caracas. Vene• 
zuela, stormed Vice President Nixon's car. The mob 
spat on Nixon, stoned the car, and smashed it5 win­
dows with sticks. 

The Revolvers Stayed Put 

The two Secret Service men in Mr. Nixon's car were 
under great provocation to pull their re~olve.rs and 
fire into the mob in defense of the Vice President's 
life. Bnt with admirable restraint they withheld their 
fire, and succeeded in helping Mr. Nixon through his 
grave peril Trigger•happy agents might have incited 
the mob to kill the Vice President and created an 
international incidenL 

It is not only the lone-wolf lunatics and the uncon• 
trolled mobs who test our vigilance. There are the 
practical joker@. 

Several years ago, President Eisenhower was sched­
uled to attend commencement exercises at a Jew· 

England college. Special agents of the Secret Ser.ice 
were dispatched in advance to make a pre--sun-ey of 
every foot of the President's route. While they were 
fine-combing the platform to be used during the 
exercises, they found a can containing two messages. 

The first was addressed : "To the Guardians of the 
Beloved President of the United States of America." 

The agents were shocked at the heart of the message. 



; .. 

have failed 

._,We students have decided that you, the Secret 
·ce, have been too lax in your precautions. We are 

:.in the midst of proving that even a-young college stu· • 
dent, untrained in the methods of subterfuge and 

.:· surreptitious actions, can devise a scheme which 
could go unobserved and thereby constitute a thi;ea~ 
to our great leader. This can, placed under the podium 
on which Dwight D. Eisenhower will walk Graduation 
Day, could easily have been a powerful bomb!'.' 

The second message read: 
"Congratulations! You _have earned our deepest 

gratitude and appreciation in the fulfillment of ·your 
duties as protectors of the life of our President. We 
will never again attempt to match-wits with your or­
ganization." 

Yes, the tin can might well have contained dan­
gerous explosives. And, had it not been discovered, 
the Secret Service would have been exposed to scath­
ilig criticism, against which the Service would have 
been defenseless. But the can was found, and the lack 
of enthusiasm with which the. college authorities 

• viewed the joke convinced the prankish students not 
to invite a further encounter with the Secret Service 
of the United States. 

Failure is not, and ·cannot he, part of the Secret 
Service lexicon. And we will not fail if every citizen 
cooperates, if every prankster is aware that his joke 
will have serious consequences foi: him. if every 
would-be assassin realizes he can't win. ■ 

Presidential st rail took ploce as· customary 
after 1950 attempt to assassinate President 
Truman. With him is a Secret Service agent. 
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maybe two--private conferences with him that had to do 

with the committee business . But the other times he 

saw him were at large f unctions. 

MORRISSEY : Was one of these conferences concerning, at that 

time, the unknown A-bomb project in New Mexico? 

VAUGHAN: No, I don't know that there was any conference, 

but he knew--everybody knew that there was some top 

secret matter going on out there and Truman was going to 

send me out ~o make an inspection. George Marshall came 

to see Mr. Truman and he said, "I have _instructions from 

the President to ask the Truman Committee to give us 

the benefit of the doubt on that and not to make any 

inspection of it. This is a personal request of the 

President of the United States." 

And Mr. Truman said, "Well, in a case like that, 

we 'll just forget all about it. We won't attempt to." 

MORRISSEY : You say in your memoir that many people in 

Washington have "inside stories" about how Mr. Truman 

got the vice-presidential nomination in 1944. I wonder 

if you could recall s ome of these and why do you dismiss 

them? 
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security that we have it. I still think it would be 

a good thing to have because I think the draft is ab­

solutely unfair the way it operates. 

MORRISSEY : Do you recall in 1947 that President Truman 

called onihe .services to clean house on tax free 

disability retirement pay for former officers? Do 

you recall any~hing about that? 

VAUGHAN: No, I don't. 

MORRISSEY: The ~eason I ask, it seems to me there was a 

clipping or something in one of the scrapbooks and I 

was wondering if there was any story behind it? 

VAUGHAN : Well, that's just slipped my memory. I can't re­

call anything in regard to that. 

MORRISSEY: Did you deal with the War Department when you 

were the President's Military Aide? 

VAUGHAN : Yes. Everything that had to do with the War 

Department went across my desk because I recall when 

General Eis enhower came in to thank the President for 

appointing him Chief of Staff, the President called 

me over and I went over to his office, (I didn't know 

I 
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who was there) . Matt said, "The President wants you," 

So, I went into his office and the President and General 

Eisenhower were sitting there. He said, "Sit down Harry," 

and he and Ike went on with what they were talking a-

bout . Pretty soon he said, "Harry, I called you over 

here because I wanted you and the General to have an 

absolute clear · understanding about how I wanted this 

to work. Whenever I want anything brought particularly 

to General Eisenhower's attention, I will give it to 

you and you will give it to the General and call it to 

his attention." And he turned to Ike and said, "General, 

whenever you want anything to come to my attention 

quickly without any loss of time, you send it to Harry 

and he will bring it in and give it safe-hand to me." 

And then he turned to me with a twinkle in his eye, 

"And at all other times you will mind your own damned 

business . 11 

Ike was very much amused at that and as we walked 

out (I walked out in front with Ike to his car) he said, 

"You know , I was very much amused to hear the President 

say that , because that is very different from the 

instructions that Mr . Roosevelt gave his military aide 

in the presence of the Secretary of War. He told the 

.... 
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you and you will give i t to t he General and call it to 

h is attention. " And he turned to Ike and said, "General, 

whenever you want anything to come to my attention 

quickly without any loss of time, you send it to Harry 

and he will bring it in and give it safe-hand to me. 11 

And then he turned to me with a twinkle in his eye, 

"And at all other times you will mind your own damned 

business. 11 

Ike was very much amused at that and as we walked 

out (I walked out in front with Ike to his car) he said, 

"You know, I was very much amused to hear the President 

say t hat, because that is very different from the 

instructions that Mr. Roosevelt gave h i s military aide 

in t he presence of the Secretary of War . He told the 


